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REVIEWER
Dr Thomas Gray Sheffield Teaching Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust REVIEW RETURNED 22-Feb-2019 GENERAL COMMENTS This is a timely study. The design is good and the conclusions drawn are useful for practice. This topic is important and this paper is a valuable contribution to the growing body of literature on obstetric violence. 

GENERAL COMMENTS
Dear Authors and Editor, Thank you for asking me to review your manuscript. I am so happy to see that you engage in this important work. It is very much needed and i look forward to see this publication. However, there are a few things that you need to address before that. I have put several comments in the attached file. Most importantly, I ask you to reconsidder the choise of multivariate statistical analyse and your interpretation of the same.
-The reviewer also provided a marked copy with additional comments. Please contact the publisher for full details. We realise that the term labour room violence has not been used previously in other studies; however, the term obstetric violence has been used sufficiently in previous literatures (Carvalho & Brito, 2017; Diaz, 2016; Vacaflor, 2016) which basically considers any occurrence of institutional violence against women during pregnancy, childbirth and postpartum period. Thus, following the same definition and since our question only regards the incidence of violence at the time of delivery or during childbirth, we defined and used the term 'labour room violence' as a subset of the larger issue of obstetric violence. The term "Gender violence" may not be appropriate here as the risk factors is only for female not for male, as the latter is not exposed to the risk of pregnancy and childbirth and thus the term is not applicable to them. The sample size of our study was 504 pregnant women from Uttar Pradesh. Since India is a vast country with significant differences in both social, economic and health structure, we believe that any further in-depth studies should be based on a larger sample for generalisation on a nationwide basis. However, in wake of no prior evidence on any form of obstetric violence in India, this study which is based on Uttar Pradesh which is the largest and most populated state of India and is considered as a microcosm of India, findings may hold true on a nation-wide basis too. Comment 18: What about the media role here? Response: The women exposed to mass media are aware of the their entitlements and necessary procedures at the facility, thus, better prepared for the delivery, so there will be less conflict at the facility, while those who are not aware or exposed to process have to encounter greater problems thus depends more on the health workers which might get irritation and agitation from the later. 
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Pg 5 -Prevalence of obstetric violence on women is a shockingly common phenomena for developing countries (>70% in Tanzania, Brazil) -NEEDS REFERENCES
